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Bel Air
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McComas Cremation and Memorial Center
In 2012 McComas Funeral Homes
completed the addition of a
Cremation and Memorial Center,
located at 50 West Broadway, Bel
Air, Maryland, to provide families
personalized cremation services for
their loved ones.

A family owned and operated crematory
People choose cremation for many different reasons; it is
a personal choice for the individual or their family. If you
select cremation as a form of disposition for yourself or a
loved one there are many options from which to choose:
• A traditional visitation and service followed by
cremation
• Some families prefer a private viewing or time with their
loved one prior to the cremation
• Witnessing the start of the cremation process is also an
option
• Others prefer a memorial service; which can be
conducted at our memorial center, one of our funeral
home chapels, a church, graveside or other location of
your choosing. This can be scheduled soon after the
cremation or at a later date.
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The types of services available include religious services
or a celebration of life service conducted by a minister or
one of our certified funeral celebrants.
A celebration of life service may include special music, a
video tribute, memorabilia, photographs or other items to
personalize a service for the deceased.

The Memorial Center is available for a more personal family visitation and service.

The Cremation Process
All of the Cremation Specialists at the
McComas Crematory have received
extensive crematory operator training
from the National Funeral Directors
Association or the Cremation
Association of North America and are
certified through the Maryland State
Board of Morticians and Funeral
Directors.

Our Services Include
• The professional services of our funeral directors and
staff
• Vehicle and equipment to transfer the remains to the
funeral home and crematory
• Care of the body when no embalming
• A deluxe cremation container is provided
• Receiving and identification room
• A private family gathering (30 minutes) at time of the
arrangement (immediate family)
• The cremation process

After the cremation there are several choices for your
loved one’s final disposition which include interment in a
cemetery lot, columbarium or cremation niche.
Some families prefer scattering cremated remains over
water or other favorite area of the deceased. There are
certain government and Department of the Environment
regulations that must be complied with for the scattering
of cremated remains.
Cremated remains may also be placed in one or more urns
for family members.

Trained, certified cremation specialists are available to answer any questions.
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We provide the use of an ark where
the urn can be placed during the time
of the service and/or visitation if the
family desires.

The ark can also be used to transport
the urn with cremated remains to the
cemetery or other final resting place.
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Use of the ark adds to a personalized service for your loved one.

Cremation Code of Ethics
At McComas Funeral Home, the following is our
commitment to the families that have placed their
loved ones into our care:

1. At all times only the highest level of respect
and dignity will be practiced when handling the
deceased remains.

2.Your loved one will be transferred directly from the
place of death to our funeral home.

8. P
 ersonalized crematory checklist is signed, noting
date and time of each step of the cremation process.

9. The family has the right to inspect the crematory
upon request. Our “Open Door Policy” allows you
to view the crematory at 50 West Broadway in Bel
Air and learn more about the manner with which
we ensure cremations are conducted.

10. Personalized crematory checklist is placed
on cremation chamber during process and
identification tag is placed with deceased.

3. An identification band is placed on the deceased
ankle upon entering the funeral home.

4. All deceased remains will be positively identified
by the authorizing agent prior to cremation.

5. A
 ll required documents including authorization,
identification, and any other applicable forms will
be completed and signed prior to cremation.

11. No cremation will occur until after the 12 hour
period following death as mandated by Maryland
State law.

12. O
 nly one deceased remains will be cremated at a
time.

13. The cremated remains will be returned only to the
person designated by the authorizing agent.
6. A
 ll deceased will be dressed in a respectful manner
prior to cremation.

7. A unique three signature process is performed by
our staff to ensure the highest ethical practice to
assure accuracy.

14. A
 ll crematory operators at McComas Funeral
Home are certified by the Cremation
Association of North America or another
recognized authority.

McComas Cremation Specialists are certified through training by the
National Funeral Directors Association or the Cremation Association of North America.
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Common Q’s & A’s
To begin with, it is probably easier to describe what
cremation isn’t. Cremation is not final disposition of the
remains, nor is it some type of funeral service. Rather, it is
a process of reducing the human body to bone fragments
using high heat and flame.
How long does the actual cremation take?
It depends on the weight of the individual. For an average
size adult, cremation takes from two to three hours at
normal operating temperature between 1,500 degrees F to
2,000 degrees F.
What happens after the cremation is complete?
All organic bone fragments, which are very brittle, as
well as non-consumed metal items, are “swept” into the
front of the cremation chamber and into a stainless steel
cooling pan. All non-consumed items, like metal from
clothing, hip joints, and bridge work, are separated from
the cremated remains. This separation is accomplished
through visual inspection as well as using a strong
magnet for smaller and minute metallic objects. Items
such as dental gold and silver are non-recoverable and are
commingled in with the cremated remains. Remaining
bone fragments are then processed in a machine to a
consistent size and placed into a temporary or permanent
urn, selected by the family.
What do the cremated remains look like?
Cremated remains resemble coarse sand and are whitish
to light grey in color. The remains of an average size adult
usually weigh between four and eight pounds of cremated
remains.
How do I transport cremated remains?
Ask a director for additional information regarding
transportation.
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In what kind of container are the cremated remains
returned?
The cremated remains are placed in a basic container at no
additional charge to you. Or they may be placed in the urn
of your choice from our large selection of urns available
for purchase.
Are all the cremated remains returned?
With the exception of minute and microscopic particles,
which are impossible to remove from the cremation
chamber and processing machine, all of the cremated
remains are given back to the family.
What can be done with the cremated remains?
There are many options. Remains can be buried in
a cemetery lot or cremation garden, inurned in a
columbarium, kept at home, or scattered on private
property. Our staff will be happy to discuss these options
with you and make any arrangements.

Concerns about Cremation
Are there any laws governing cremation?
Yes, the State Board of Morticians and Funeral Directors
and the Maryland Office of Cemetery Oversight regulate
crematories in the state of Maryland. All crematory
operators in Maryland must be licensed by the state.
Can two cremations be performed at once?
Never. Not only is it illegal to do so, most modern
cremation chambers are not of sufficient size to
accommodate more than one adult. Thus it would be a
practical impossibility to conduct multiple cremations
simultaneously.

For more helpful information, visit us at www.mccomasfuneralhome.com

Can the family witness the cremation?
Yes, for a nominal fee. Our state-of-the-art cremation
facility is set up to allow family members to be present
when the body is placed into the cremation chamber. In
fact, some religious groups include this as part of their
funeral custom.

Can the body be viewed without embalming?
Yes, immediate family members may briefly view the
deceased prior to cremation in our private viewing room.
The deceased is first washed, dressed and prepared
for viewing. However, under certain circumstances
embalming may be required, such as a public visitation.

How can I be sure I receive the correct remains?
We have developed the most rigorous set of operating
policies and procedures in order to maximize our
level of quality and minimize the potential for human
error. Positive identification of the deceased is assured
throughout each stage of the cremation process. We only
allow certified professionals to operate our cremation
equipment.

Is a casket needed for cremation?
No, a casket is not required for cremation. All that is
required by state law is a rigid container which is cremated
with the body.

Questions about Urns, Caskets and
Embalming

Do I need an urn?
An urn is not required by law. However, an urn may be
desired if there is to be a memorial service or the cremated
remains are to be interred in a cemetery. If an urn is
not selected, the cremated remains will be returned in a
temporary plastic container.

Is embalming required prior to cremation?
Absolutely not, and it is against the law for a funeral home
to tell you otherwise.

Why choose McComas Cremation Services

Memorial Options

• State-of-the-art cremation facility with a viewing room
• Family owned and operated for over 200 years
• Personal, one-on-one service, 24 hours a day, 365 days a
year
• Certified funeral celebrants and staff to provide a service
of remembrance specifically created for your loved one
• We’re a part of your community with an on-site
crematory in Bel Air

• Large selection of cremation caskets and urns
• Memorial packages including:
Registry book, prayer cards, acknowledgement cards
• Cremation jewelry
• Thumbie keepsakes
• Memory portraits
• M
 em’ry stones
• Memorial blankets

Our Family Serving Your Family

If you have additional questions, ask a director or a McComas Cremation Specialist.
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